
Covid 19- Written Answer Reports 
 
18/3/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with universities about the impact of the coronavirus, COVID-
19, on them, and what assessment it has made of any (a) financial and (b) 
international student recruitment impacts on the universities. (S5W-27730) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Government officials have met with representatives of 
Universities Scotland and Colleges Scotland to brief them on intelligence relating to 
COVID-19. 
It has been agreed with those organisations that the Scottish Funding Council will be 
the primary conduit for the flow of intelligence between Government and the college 
and university sectors. In addition to hosting a dedicated webpage providing links to 
current guidance, the SFC have invited feedback from colleges and universities 
about the issues they are currently dealing with and that institutions anticipate should 
the spread of the virus continue. 
Our universities are autonomous institutions. We recognise that Coronavirus is an 
extraordinary event which may present significant unforeseen challenges and close 
engagement with the further and higher education sectors will continue as this 
situation develops. 
 
23/3/20 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of any impact on the 2020 exam diet arising from potential 
restrictions being introduced in response to COVID-19, what discussions it is having 
with the SQA regarding the development of contingencies for the exams, including to 
mitigate any associated impact on students studying for and sitting them. (S5W-
27852) 

John Swinney: In response to the current challenging set of circumstances, I have 
had extensive discussions with the Chief Examiner. This culminated in my 
announcement on 19 March that the exam diet will not go ahead this year. 
SQA are now working to deliver a credible certification model that can be put in place 
and can command confidence in the absence of the exam diet. This will ensure that 
young people in our schools and colleges who, through no fault of their own, are 
unable to sit exams, are not disadvantaged.We will continue to work with the 
education sector and SQA to achieve this. 
 
25/3/20 
Annabelle Ewing (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the impact of COVID-19 on modern 
apprenticeship programmes. (S5O-04307) 

Jamie Hepburn: Skills Development Scotland has already put in place measures to 
support training providers who are unable to access employer premises due to 
Covid-19. 
This will ensure that training providers can continue to register starts and draw down 
funding, which was a concern for some of the training provider network. 
It will provide some support and reassurance to providers about continuity of 
business in the immediate future. From April 2020 (the start of the new contract 



year), SDS is working with Scottish Government on additional support to maintain 
the apprenticeship training infrastructure. 

Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to support remote 
learning. (S5O-04309) 

John Swinney: The national online learning environment, Glow, is freely available to 
all learners and teachers from any internet connected device. Officials are working 
hard to make sure the platform is able to cope with increased demand and have 
provided a range of advice, guidance and support to local authorities on how best to 
make use of the Glow services. 
Over and above the technical platform, Education Scotland are currently working on 
collation of a wide range of curricular resources which will be located in a single 
online source, to help teachers find the resources they need to deliver continuity of 
education. 

Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the SQA regarding the 
potential impact of COVID-19 on the exam timetable for 2020. (S5O-04313) 

John Swinney: In response to the current challenging set of circumstances, I have 
had extensive discussions with the Chief Examiner. This culminated in my 
announcement on 19 March that the exam diet will not go ahead this year. SQA are 
now working to deliver a credible certification model that can be put in place and can 
command confidence in the absence of the exam diet. This will ensure that young 
people in our schools and colleges who, through no fault of their own, are unable to 
sit exams, are not disadvantaged. 
We will continue to work with the education sector and SQA to achieve this. 
 
26/3/20 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what criteria will be used to determine whether schools should close due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-27970) 

John Swinney: All schools were required to close on 20 March 2020, with the 
exception of any critical provision required to protect a number of key groups and 
interests. This decision was based on, firstly, scientific advice indicating that closing 
schools would help to suppress the spread of Coronavirus, and, secondly, that the 
public health guidance on limiting social contact made it increasingly difficult to 
sustain education provision. 

 


